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©ɐƵȺɈǞȌȁȺ�àȌȲɈǘ�§ǶƊɯǞȁǐ�àǞɈǘ
Questions to ask and post to spark learners’ wonder and curiosity

©ɐƵȺɈǞȌȁȺ�ɈǘƊɈ�ƧƊȁ�ǿƊǲƵ�ƧȌȁɈƵȁɈ�ǿȌȲƵ�ǿƵƊȁǞȁǐǏɐǶ
ۇ  How might understanding stories of the past help us better understand issues of today?

ۇ  What can we do with feelings of injustice in our current experience?

ۇ  How might nurturing our relationship with the natural world support our ability to think 
and act for the good of everyone?

ۇ  Why do different people see the world in different ways?

ۇ  What happens when people with different worldviews come together?

ۇ  How can we move from recognizing that there are different perspectives to seeking 
understanding of those perspectives?

©ɐƵȺɈǞȌȁȺ�ƊƦȌɐɈ�ƧȌǿǿɐȁǞɈɯ�ƊȁƮ�ƧȌǶǶƊƦȌȲƊɈǞȌȁ
ۇ  Who are we as a community?

ۇ  What becomes possible when we share our strengths with our community?

ۇ  How does play support collaboration?

ۇ  What leads people to act on behalf of others as well as themselves and what happens 
when they do?

ۇ  How do you know when you are collaborating?

ۇ  àǘƊɈ�ǞȺ�ƮǞǏ˛ƧɐǶɈ�ƊƦȌɐɈ�ƧȌǶǶƊƦȌȲƊɈǞȁǐ�ƊȁƮ�ɩǘƊɈ�ȺɈȲƊɈƵǐǞƵȺ�ǿƊǲƵ�ǞɈ�ƵƊȺǞƵȲد

ۇ  Where do ideas come from?

ۇ  How do stories connect us?

©ɐƵȺɈǞȌȁȺ�ƊƦȌɐɈ�ƵǿȌɈǞȌȁ�ƊȁƮ�ƧȌȁ˜ǞƧɈ
ۇ  Why do things go wrong sometimes and what would the world be like if they didn’t?

ۇ  RȌɩ�ƮȌ�ɯȌɐ�˛ǐɐȲƵ�ȌɐɈ�ɩǘƊɈ�ɈȌ�ƮȌ�ɩǘƵȁ�ɯȌɐ�ƮȌȁٚɈ�ǲȁȌɩ�ɩǘƊɈ�ɈȌ�ƮȌد

ۇ  What does it mean to care for something bigger than yourself?

ۇ  RȌɩ�ɩǞǶǶ�ƵȁƧȌɐȁɈƵȲȺ�ɩǞɈǘؾ�ǞȁȺƵƧɈȺشƊ�ǶǞɈƵȲƊȲɯ�˛ǐɐȲƵؿ�ǘƵǶȯ�ɐȺ�ƵɮȯǶȌȲƵ�ȯȌɩƵȲǏɐǶ�ƵǿȌɈǞȌȁȺ�
that might arise, like fear, possessiveness, wonder, joy, and love?

ۇ  àǘƊɈ�ƮȌ�ǏȲǞƵȁƮȺǘǞȯȺ�ȁƵƵƮ�ɈȌ�ǐȲȌɩ�ƊȁƮ�˜ȌɐȲǞȺǘد

ۇ  What happens when we hurt someone in our community?

ۇ  RȌɩ�ƧƊȁ�ȲƵ˜ƵƧɈǞȁǐ�Ȍȁ�ɈǘǞȁǲǞȁǐ�ƊȁƮ�ǏƵƵǶǞȁǐ�ƮƵƵȯƵȁ�ȌɐȲ�ɐȁƮƵȲȺɈƊȁƮǞȁǐ�ȌǏ�ȌɐȲȺƵǶɨƵȺ�ƊȁƮ�
others?
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Tips for Using This Tool
ۇ   Ǟǐ�ȱɐƵȺɈǞȌȁȺوȱɐƵȺɈǞȌȁȺ�ɩǞɈǘ�ǿɐǶɈǞȯǶƵ�ƊȁȺɩƵȲȺ�ȌȲ�ȁȌ�ƮƵ˛ȁǞɈǞɨƵ�ƊȁȺɩƵȲ�ƊɈ�ƊǶǶوǞȁɨǞɈƵ�

curiosity and wonder.

ۇ  Consider enlisting one or two colleagues and/or students to help you choose a question 
to enhance learning during one or more curriculum units.

ۇ  These questions are for you and your learners to consider. Some questions may need to 
be rephrased for young children, e.g., “How do you know when you are collaborating?” 
might become, “How do you know when you are working as a team?”

ۇ  Hack this list by adapting questions to your own setting or creating questions of your 
own.

Notes
ۇ  This tool is adapted from “Sample Big Questions” in �ȺǲǞȁǐ� Ǟǐ�©ɐƵȺɈǞȌȁȺ, an Inspiring 
XȁɨƵȁɈǞɨƵȁƵȺȺ�ɈȌȌǶ�ƧȌٌƮƵɨƵǶȌȯƵƮ�Ʀɯ��ȯƊǶ�²ƧǘȌȌǶـ�Çفخ²خ�ƊȁƮ�§ȲȌǯƵƧɈ�ðƵȲȌخ��ɨƊǞǶƊƦǶƵ�ƊɈب�
www.pz.harvard.edu/resources/asking-big-questions
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