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Unit 4 learning outcomes

By the end of this unit, you should be able to:

1.Identify simple upper word-signs

2.Read and write simple word-signs and abbreviations

3.Differentiate special common upper word-signs
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Unit 4 indicative content

Topic 4.1: Simple Upper word-signs

Topic 4.2:  Five special common word-signs

Topic 4.3: Simple abbreviations
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Topic 4.1: Simple Upper word-signs

Activity 9: 5 minutes 

Discuss why you think it is useful to have letters representing 
whole words in Braille
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Simple Upper word-signs

N.B: Letter a, i and o do not any word in Braille
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Topic 4.2:  Five special common word-signs

Activity 10: 10 minutes 

Write 10 words that you think occur very frequently in English. See 
how many of the words you write will occur among the five common 
words discussed in this topic
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Five special common words

N.B: When two or more of these words occur in succession and in the same phrase, the word-signs that 

express them are written adjoining one another (if in the same line of Braille) as if they were one word: 

without any space between them, in order to save space. Similarly, when the article “a” occurs next to any of 

these five word-signs
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Topic 4.3: Simple abbreviations

Activity 11: 10 minutes

Make a list of 20 words that you think can be abbreviated. 
Why did you choose these words? 
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Simple abbreviations

Below is a list of some abbreviations used in Braille. These are letters that are 
used in combination to represent whole words

al: also                                       
bl: blind
tgr: together
abv: above 
af: after 
alm: almost 
alr: already 
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Self-assessment

1. Use the simple upper word-signs you have learnt to form meaningful sentences

2. 2

3. Write down the words represented by the following abbreviations:
al                                                             bl
tgr abv
af alm
alr
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What did I lean in this unit 

Unit Summary
In this unit, you have learnt about simple upper word-signs and the 
words they stand for. You also learnt about the five common 
abbreviations. In the final part of this unit, you learnt some simple 
abbreviations. Remember to practice what you have learnt in order to 
familiarize yourself with the abbreviations
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What did I lean in this unit 

Reflection question 
Write down as many sentences as you can in braille using the 
abbreviations you have learnt in this unit. 
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END UNIT 4

THANK YOU


