1.POPULATION
Population refers to the total number of people living in an area.
Terms used regarding population in an area
-Dense population: when there are many people living in an area
-Sparse population: When there is few people living in an area.
-Population census: counting of people living in an area.
-Population density: Total population living on square kilometre
-Population distribution: way people are spread in an area.
-Population explosion: sudden increase of number of people in an area
-Optimum population: when number of people living in an area equal to the available resources.
2.Factors that influence population distribution
Reasons for sparse population
-Lack of water
-Lack of employment
-Disease
-Shortage of food
-Unfavourable climate
Reasons for dense population
-Presence of fertile soil
-Favourable climate
-Availability of social services
-Improved medical care
-Improved security
-Industrialisation 
-Urbanisation
3.Problems caused by high population growth 
-High crime rate 
-Poor sanitation and hygiene
-Destruction of the environment
-Shortage of land
-Shortage of food
-Disease spreads easily
-High unemployment
4.Population census
Population census is carried out every ten years.
Information needed during population census
-Level of education
-Age
-SEX
-Number of children
-Number of animals
Reasons why government carried out population census
-Plan for the citizens
-know birth and death rate
-Know the number of people in the country
-Demarcate electorate area
-Determine the level of poverty

-Determine the level of unemployment and literacy
5.Population growth
Population growth is an increase in number of people living in an area in a given time
Ways in which government can control population growth
-Encouraging family planning
-Educating people about the dangers of population growth
-Discourage early marriage
-Discouraging polygamy
-Providing incentives to families which have accepted family planning
Importance of controlling population
-Promote development
-Ensure easy family planning for citizens
-Provide good social services
-Reduce crime rate
-Reduce unemployment
-Control the spread of diseases
6.Population density
Population density is the average number of people living in an area, per square kilometre.
Example: An area has a population of 5000 people. Find its population density if the area is 10km2      
Population Density= No of people/Area
                                   = 5000/10
                                   =500 people per square kilometre
Reference:
P5 Social Studies pupil’s book for Rwandan schools by Benson Ogwang and Bernard Kiwombojo: Published by IMENA publishers. Page92-97 
Revision exercises
1.Explain the meaning of the following:
a) Population
b) Population growth
c) Population density
d) Population distribution
e) Population census
2.Discuss the four factors that influence population distribution
3………………………… is the counting of people in the country.
4.An area of 3000km has a population of 44 000 women and 28 000 men. Calculate the population density of the area.
4.Choose from list below problems affecting highly populated areas.
a) shortage of food
b) poor housing 
c) shortage of labour
d) poor hygiene and sanitation
[bookmark: _GoBack]5. Give any three questions asked during the population census.
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