Tablet computers have permeated the classroom in the last few years. Companies including Microsoft, Apple and Samsung have issued free devices, software and services to insinuate themselves into the classroom -- not only giving students more access to technology no matter their background, but potentially also to influence the next generation of consumers toward a particular brand or operating system. 

However, no matter the reasons, technology has the potential to enrich a learner's experience in the classroom and give teachers more access to resources, lesson ideas and subject matter. Tablets, due to their portability and app support, remove the need to trudge over to a computer room to access the Web -- and can stored safely away after a lesson. 

So, why, and how should tablets be integrated into lesson plans? Let's start with some general tips concerning these products.

Why use tablets?

1. A global learning platform. Far beyond the days of pen-pals and letters, the Internet gives students the chance to access a global network, and far more resources than the local library or a school's intranet. 

2. Reaching out. Writing a paper on a local news story or scientific article no longer has to be prescribed to the source material -- instead, emails or messages can be sent in real-time, enriching student projects.

3. Free, in-depth and interactive resources. From e-books to articles and apps, repositories of educational content are easy to find online. Tablets, due to app support, can be used to host educational games in class, and teachers can use tablet software to organize lessons and projects -- as well as lift media to be shown to students without resorting to a VCR.

4. Distance learning. Coursera, Apple's iTunes U and edX are only some of many online courses available to tablet users. Whether you're teaching primary, high school or at college, the materials and courses which can be accessed and stored on a tablet can prove invaluable for today's teachers. 

5. The resource range. Tablets, due to their size and portability, can be easily incorporated within a learning space. Lessons which involve moving around a classroom and trying out different activities in each are compatible with tablets -- for example, why not set your students an educational game in one corner, and a discussion point or quiz in another? Or set them loose to take photos in school grounds?



The Computer Show Series
"Computer Show: At the Office" highlights how HP A3 multifunction printers provide solutions for the future of business. This video series highlights uptime, security, and affordable color. Paying homage to the long-running Computer Chronicles on PBS that began in the 1980s, HP provides this comical and informative series to demonstrate how HP A3 Multifunction printers are the next generation of printing - smart, secure, and in color. Technology that transforms the copier experience for both customers and service professionals.

Videos provided by Hewlett-Packard (HP) 

6. Content generation. It is not just about what resources you can lift from apps and the Internet -- projects no longer have to be limited to coloured pens and paper, and students themselves can use many applications to create their own content and collaborate with others on projects. From using the tablets to take photos or Google Drive to work on a document at the same time, the possibilities are endless. 

7. The arts and music. Writing music, downloading clips, experimenting with color or exploring interior design -- all of these ideas can be integrated within lessons through tablets and applications. 

8. Culture and broadened horizons. Using tablets and video communication software can be a sure-fire way to introduce your students to different cultures and learners. Why not set up a digital pen-pal scheme, or organize a Google Hangout, FaceTime or Skype with a class in another country? 

9. Presentations and writing. From submitting work to creating student forums, tablets have a variety of uses -- least of all acting as a reliable communication method when students have to work together on writing or projects. 

10. Adaptation. For children with special needs or those who face communication challenges, many apps are available for tablets which can adapt lessons to different levels and needs. Touch-screen tablets help with children that find eye contact difficult, and apps can help with basic life lessons, words and math. 

