 Smartphones: the pros and cons of mobile technologies in the classroom
Recently, there has been strong discussion and disagreements about the use of mobile telephones in schools; whether students can be allowed to own mobile phones at school or not in Rwandan schools. It is still a challenging question and debatable topic as we still witnessing big challenges, advantages and disadvantages in the use of mobile technologies in the classroom.
The use of mobile technologies in classroom firstly requires other equipment like: 
· Video Camera
· Dictaphone
· Scanner
· Internet Connection / Browser
· Computer / basic office software
· Camera
· Video player
· Interactive board / tablet
And, ensure that teachers and students all have skills I the use of the above mentioned materials and yet, our schools do not have the buy them for every classroom and we still have a big number of teachers that help in the use of them even if it can be an added advantage. 
The main pros and cons of using mobile technologies in the classroom: 
i. The Pros…
· The versatility of smartphones. Most modern smartphones can do all of the above and more,
· Enthusiastic learners will make use of their phones for legitimate educational purposes on their way to and from school.
· Outside of the classroom you can utilize all sorts of features:
· Geographers may make use of GPS that built into many devices to create a geocaching exercise
· English Teachers might like the idea of QR code based literacy activities whilst on a visit to a local theatre
· Science teachers might like the Augmented reality tours of Numerous Science Museums
· DT teachers might like the fact that pupils can easily record examples of different designs at exhibitions
· …the list is very long…
· It enables flexibility. 
ii. Cons….
· Phones can and will go off in lessons.
· There is an inclusion argument: it is unfair if not all pupils have access.
· Control. It’s very difficult to check what pupils are ‘really’ doing on their smartphone.
· Bullying. If phones are there, they may be used for the wrong reasons.
· Insurance. Smartphones can cost a lot of money and if they’re being used in lessons, whose insurance is liable?

Conclusion 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The integration of mobile technologies in classrooms may have many positive than negative impacts. We need to consider the positives impacts and attitudes from the positive use of it. In my opinions, we will have to deal firstly by equipping our schools ‘labs and classrooms with enough ICT tools to enhance the Integration of ICT in education before the efforts of mobile phones in classrooms; where there means of using mobile they may keep going ahead as to develop behaviors modeled of students, to have good examples praised and to know what the consequences of drifting off task are.
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