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UNIT ONE: REVIEW OF THE KEY ASPECTS OF PROSE
1. Answer by true or False:
a) English literature is the literature written by the British displaying the English lifestyle and culture.
b) African literature is an example of English Literature.
c) Literature in English is the literary work that covers all regions or countries of the world, written in English.
d) English literature is a type of literary work which is written in Latin language.
2. Match the words on the left column with their definitions on the right column / 3 marks
	Left column
	Right column

	1. exposition                                                      
	g. The problem in the story.

	2.  resolution
	b) b. All the information the reader needs to know before the story begins.  Who are the characters?  What is the problem? What is the setting?

	4. conflict
	c.  All the events in the story leading up to the climax.  The tension in the story is building.

	5.  falling action
	d) The turning point in the story.  The tension is at its highest point in the story.

	6.  rising action
	e. All the events after the climax.  The tension of the story comes down.

	7.  climax
	f.  How is the problem/conflict in the story solved?


3. Read the story below carefully and answer the question that follows
Once upon a time there lived a crow. She had built her nest on a tree. At the root of the same tree, a snake had built its home. Whenever the crow laid its eggs, the snake would eat them up. The crow felt helpless. “I must do something, tomorrow I’ll go and talk to the snake,” thought the crow.
The next morning, the crow went to the snake and said politely, “Please spare my eggs, dear friend. Let us live like good neighbors and not disturb each other.”
“Huh! You cannot expect me to go hungry. Eggs are what I eat,” replied the snake. The crow felt angry and fought, “I must teach that snake a lesson.”
The next day, the crow was flying over the King’s palace. She saw the Princess wearing an expensive necklace. Suddenly a thought flashed in her mind. She swooped down, picked up the necklace in her beak and flew off to her nest. When the Princess saw the crow flying with her necklace, she screamed, “Somebody help, the crow has taken my necklace.” Soon the palace guards were running around in search of the necklace. Within a short time, the guards found the crow. She still sat with the necklace hanging from her beak.
The clever crow thought, “Now is the time to act.” And she dropped the necklace, which fell right into the snake’s pit. When the snake heard the noise, it came out of its pit. The palace guards saw the snake and started shouting, “A snake! Kill it! With big sticks, they beat the snake and killed it. Then the guards took the necklace and went back to the princess.
The crow was happy, “Now my eggs will be safe,” she thought and led a happy and peaceful life.
1) Identify and arrange the following sentences as the correct plot elements in order. /5 MARKS
a) [bookmark: _Hlk37230955]The crow lived happily ever after.
b) Whenever the crow laid eggs, the snake ate them up. She pleaded with the snake to stop eating her eggs but the snake denied. One day flying over the kingdom the crow stole the necklace of the princess. The palace guards found the crow with the necklace hanging from her beak.
c) The guards returned to the palace with the necklace. The crow thinks that her eggs will be safe now.
d) Once upon a time there lived a crow. She had built her nest on a tree. At the root of the same tree, a snake had built its home.
e) The crow dropped the necklace right into the snake’s pit. The snake came out of its pit. The palace guards beat the snake and killed it.
4. Analyse the story below using the following aspects of prose: point of view, characters (dynamic and static) and themes (major and minor). 
My mother only had one eye. I hated her… She was such an embarrassment. She cooked for students and teachers to support the family. 
There was this one day during elementary school when my mother came to say hello to me. I was so embarrassed. How could she do this to me? I ignored her, threw her a hateful look and ran out. The next day at school, one of my classmates said, “Eeee, your mom only has one eye!”
 I wanted to bury myself. I also wanted my mother to just disappear. I confronted her that day and said, “If you’re only going to make me a laughingstock, why don’t you just die?” My mother did not respond… I didn’t even stop to think for a second about what I had said because I was full of anger. I was oblivious to her feelings. I wanted to be out of that house and have nothing to do with her. So I studied real hard and I got a chance to go abroad to study. 
Then I got married. I bought a house of my own. I had kids of my own. I was happy with my life, my kids and the comforts. Then one day, my mother came to visit me. She had not seen me in years and she had not even met her grandchildren. When she stood by the door, my children laughed at her and I yelled at her for coming over uninvited. I screamed at her, “How dare you come to my house and scare my children! GET OUT OF HERE! NOW!!!”
 And to this, my mother quietly answered, “Oh, I’m so sorry. I may have got the wrong address,” and she disappeared out of sight. One day, a letter regarding a school reunion came to my house. I lied to my wife that I was going on a business trip. After the reunion, I went to the old shack just out of curiosity. My neighbours said that my mother had died. I did not shed a single tear. They handed me a letter that she had wanted me to have.
 “My dearest son, I think of you all the time. I’m sorry that I came to your house and scared your children. I was so glad when I heard you were coming for the reunion. But I may not be able to even get out of bed to see you. I’m sorry that I was a constant embarrassment to you when you were growing up. You see, when you were very little, you got into an accident and lost your eye. As a mother, I couldn’t stand watching you having to grow up with one eye. So I gave you mine. I was so proud of my son who was seeing a whole new world for me, in my place, with that eye.. With all my love to you, 
Your mother. 
After reading this letter, I was confused. I shed all the tears there were to be shed. I cursed myself. How could I have been so stupid, so ignorant? I wished my mother were alive for me to apologise
After reading the story above answer by True or False 
1. This story is told in third person point of view (using a third-person narrator).
1. In this story, the narrator is an example of a dynamic character. He grows in stature and position, and towards the end of the story, he changes his attitude and opinion about his mother, albeit late. 
1. The narrator’s mother is a static character, i.e. changing the ways he views her son even when the son does not appreciate her. 
1. The main theme of this story is family relationships. 
1. Possible minor themes include fate, parental love and the naivety of youth.

ANSWERS
0. Answer by True or False
a) True
b) False
c) True
d) False
e) True
0. Matching words with their definitions
1) = b
2) = f
3) = a
4) = e
5) = c
6) = d
0. Arranging events 
a) Once upon a time there lived a crow. She had built her nest on a tree. At the root of the same tree, a snake had built its home.
b) Whenever the crow laid eggs, the snake ate them up. She pleaded with the snake to stop eating her eggs but the snake denied. One day flying over the kingdom the crow stole the necklace of the princess. The palace guards found the crow with the necklace hanging from her beak.
c) The crow dropped the necklace right into the snake’s pit. The snake came out of its pit. The palace guards beat the snake and killed it.
d) The guards returned to the palace with the necklace. The crow thinks that her eggs will be safe now.
e) The crow lived happily ever after.
0. Answer by True or False
a) = False
b) = True
c) = False
d) = True
e) = True
